[The keratocyte or fibroblast of the cornea: morphological and biochemical characteristics in normal stroma and a few cases of corneal dystrophies].
Keratocytes are differentiated mesenchymal fibroblast which are specialized in the production and maintenance of the transparent corneal stroma. These elongated cells with large nuclei and scant cytoplasm produce the collages, proteoglycans, and glycoproteins which make up the stroma, as well as the enzymes involved in post-translation modifications and catabolism of these macromolecules. The characteristic morphological features and specific metabolic activity of keratocytes undergo significant changes during tissue repair and in several corneal diseases. Alterations in keratocyte biosynthetic activity, regardless of their cause, ultimately lead to fibrillar alterations responsible for a loss of corneal transparency.